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ABOUT PULSATILE

Pulsatile finds its main inspiration in the medical condition pulsatile tinnitus that I suffered from after a viral infection of the
inner ear which, in my case, manifested itself in a low, pulsating sound. Furthermore, Pulsatile unites 2 styles of music that
have been present throughout a big part of my live, in particular heavy metal (think Meshuggah) and renaissance polyphony.
The latter is represented in the piece by the well known chanson Nymphes Des Boys (or La déploration de la mort de
Johannes Ockeghem) by Josquin Des Prez.  

The first part of the piece can be taken as a struggle between these two idioms, in which metal seems to have the upper hand
and Josquin is trying to get through. Whenever he does, the ‘collision’ produces an interference, sonified by a repetitive radio
interference pattern I’ve been fascinated about since I was a kid. Down the road, Josquin wins more and more ground and 
finally pushes metal out of the way, only to survive in a deconstructed, digitized, glitch-like manner. The piece continues with
material gathered from various ‘audio-to-MIDI-and-back conversions’ on the theme of Nymphes Des Boys. The aggression of
the opening makes way for a slow, soft, consonant and repetitive (pulsatile) construction. Upon disintegration of this 
adrift lament, the piece concludes with a final ‘metallesque’ spasm.



Setup & Performance Notes :
 
INSTRUMENTS | MATERIAL

- line up : flute, clarinet (Bbb), violin, viola, violoncello, piano, percussion (1 player)

- percussion  : - setup : 2 toms, floor tom, hi-hat, crash cymbal (damp the toms to sharpen the attack and reduce the resonance)
- marimba (4 octaves)

- speaker system, computer/sampler/synth/MIDI Keyboard ...

SAMPLER

Throughout the piece several samples need to be triggered. This can be done in many different ways. I propose to equip the conductor with a MIDI
keyboard, which is connected to a computer. The computer (which runs dedicated software*) is in its turn connected to a (stereo) speaker set which
should be positioned on stage, in between the other instruments (not in front of the ensemble) to ensure a 'natural' mix of acoustic and electronic
sounds.

The samples are indicated in the score with normal note-notation (C4, D4, etc). Pushing the corresponding key will trigger the right sample.
 
* Dedicated software can be requested by email (see contact info below). Alternatively, one could use any device to trigger the samples (also
available seperately on request). Just make sure launching a sample is a simple action.

NOTES

- the piece should be performed as metronomically correct as possible to ensure synchronization with the triggered samples.
- strings (or anybody else for that matter) : never use vibrato! 

CONTACT INFO

info@benjaminvanesser.be
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